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BEADING-

3.  The second recitation should be devoted
to the discussion and reading of the first sec-
tion.

(a)   Question the class  on the meaning

of the words they were required to
look up.

(b)   Ask the members to give their ideas

of the difficult passages. How many
can see "the huge black hulk, that
was magnified by its own reflection
in the tide7"? How many can tell
why it was necessary for Eevere to
know the route by which the troops
were to march? How many can
locate the Old North Church and
Paul Revere on the opposite side of
the river? The purpose of these
questions should be to clear up all
doubtful points and thus remove all
obstruction to expression.

(c)   Have the pupils read that part of the

poem under discussion. Watch for
faulty expression or hesitation, be-
cause they usually indicate failure to
comprehend the thought. Pupils
who understand the division should
read as easily and as naturally as
they would converse with their com-
panions.

4.  In the following recitations the other
divisions should be treated in the same man-
ner.   If the work in the first two lessons is
thoroughly done, the remainder of the poem
can be read in two lessons.    The younger
pupils will not be able to comprehend fully
the meaning brought out in the fourth divi-
sion, lines 111-130, but they can grasp enough
of it to enable them to understand that the
purpose of the poem was to arouse the spirit
of patriotism.   In connection with this poem
the pupils should read Emerson's "Concord
Hymn."

Review. After the entire poem has been
studied in this way, one or two recitations
should be devoted to reading it as a whole.
It will be wise, however, to defer this re-
view until the pupils have studied one or more
selections on other subjects.

Summary. We have herewith given com-
plete plans for the study of two poems. These
plans can, readily be applied to the study of
any literary selections suitable to the pupils
of this grade. If tbe pupils are older, they
should make a more detailed study of the
selection, and the finer shades of meaning
should be brought out !Th& main features of

these plans are common to the study of all
selections. The minor features must be de-
termined by the teacher from the character
of each selection. The underlying principle
is, Com prehension of thought must precede
expression of thought Therefore, before
oral reading is attempted, all obscure mean-
ing must be made plain. Much of the faulty
expression in oral reading is due to the fact;
that pupils are called upon to read selections
which they do not understand.
Interesting Pacts about Authors.
Longfellow
William Longfellow, from whom the fam-
ily in America descended, came to Massa-
chusetts in 1651 and settled in Newbury.
The poet's paternal grandfather was prom-
inent in law and politics. He represented his
town in the General Court of Massachusetts
for eight years, was several years Senator
from Cumberland County, and for fourteen
years was judge of the Court of Common
Pleas.
Longfellow's father was a leading lawyer
of Portland. He held many offices of trust
in his city and county, and was a member
of the Eighteenth Congress.
On his mother's side, the poet was a de-
scendant of John Alden, who came over in
the "Mayflower" and whose wife, Priscilla,
Longfellow immortalized in his "Courtship of
Miles Standish."
Longfellow's early education was obtained
in a private school and at the Portland Aca-
demy, where he prepared for college. In the
poem "My Lost Youth" he gives a descrip-
tion of Portland and the surrounding country
as they were at that time.
Longfellow's first published poem, "Love-
well's Fight," appeared in the "Portland Gaz-
ette" when lie was fourteen.
Longfellow entered Bowdoin College with
his brother Stephen in 1821. Among his
classmates were John S. C. Abbott, the his-
torian, and Nathaniel Hawthorne, who be-
came one of the most distinguished American,
men of letters.
Longfellow's college life was uneventful.
ffis charming manner and studious habits
made him a favorite alike with students and
instructors. While in college he wrote a
number of poems, "which were first published
in the "United States Literary Gazette.5*
From this journal they were copied by other
papers, and thus received a general circuit-